Sensory hypersensitivity in children with high-functioning pervasive developmental disorder.
Studies have shown that children with pervasive developmental disorder (PDD) have high rates of sensory hypersensitivity. In addition, a few recent studies suggested that sensory hypersensitivity was related to anxiety or depression. However, most studies had methodological limitations because they included children with mental retardation and did not examine broadband psychopathology. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to examine the prevalence of sensory hypersensitivity in children with high-functioning PDD (HFPDD) and the correlation among sensory hypersensitivity, various characteristics, and broadband psychopathology. We assessed 132 children with HFPDD (aged 6-15 years, 75% male) that were divided into sensory hypersensitivity (HS) and sensory non-hypersensitivity (non-HS) groups. A logistic regression model was used to examine correlations among sensory hypersensitivity, age, gender, PDD subtypes, socioeconomic status, and broadband psychopathology, including symptoms of anxiety and depression. Of the 132 children with HFPDD, 65.9% (n = 87) were categorized as HS and 34.1% (n = 45) as non-HS. The most common sensory hypersensitivity was auditory. Logistic regression analyses revealed that sensory hypersensitivity in HFPDD was significantly associated with autistic disorder and symptoms of anxiety and depression. Majority of children with HFPDD exhibited sensory hypersensitivity. Our findings suggested that sensory hypersensitivity may be a core feature of HFPDD and is possibly correlated to symptoms of anxiety and depression. We propose that sensory hypersensitivity in children with PDD should be aggressively assessed.